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2025 BFA US Nationals 
General Briefing Notes 

ROLL CALL
Rookies this year: Amy Gneiting, Sanne Haarhuis, Jobe Skinner, Josh Goll, Landon Kohtz, Joey Strutz

Thank you GTBR Board of Director, Sponsors, Volunteers HACD & BFA Board and dignitaries, we are here for the last of a three year run with the US Nationals. 

Thanks to Gai Bennett, her board and her staff at Maude Cobb Convention and Event Center. 
Thanks to all who have had a hand in the preparations of this years’ event. 

Introduction of staff: 

Championship Director:			Sam Parks 
Deputy Director: 				Maury Sullivan 
Steward: 						Jim Cusick 
Chief Safety Officer:				Bruce Bussey 
Assistant Safety Officer:  			Kelly Bussey 
Chief Scoring Official:				JC Smith 
Assistant Scoring Official: 			Patty Cramer 
Assistant Scoring Official:			Kristan Smith 
Great Texas Balloon Race Chief Scorer	------ Bubbs Endres
Deputy Director GTBR:			Sean Askren 
Chief Target Measurer:			Mark Dulweber 
Assistant Target Measurer: 		Susie Dulweber 
Entire Measuring Team			
Office Manager:					Christy Bussey 
Chief Meteorologist:				Loren McClard
Assistant Weather Official: 		Robert Wise 
Landowner Relations: 			John Rich and his team 
Jury President: 					Debbie Spaeth 
Remote Juror: 					Gary Britton 
Remote Juror: 					Mike Gilligan 
FAA Liaison: 					Harry Steinfeldt 
FAA IIC: 						Dave Runge 
Propane Manager 				Bill Adler 

Please stand, remove your hats and observe a moment of silence for Sandy Graf, Allen Yost & Steve Baker

World Champion Clement Seigeot from France is participating in this year’s Championship. He is not eligible to win the championship and any interference by him will not be grounds for compliant/protest. 

First Husband and Wife team competing at the US Nationals in a very long time, Sanne Harhuuis and Andy Baird. 

WHATSAPP for recall and other messages. Please see Patty if you have not yet provided yours and your crew-chief’s cell number. 
a. WHATSAPP will be used to communicate with several groups to provide weather/pibal information, to cancel any certain tasks or the entire task string, provide safety and curtesy information to the pilots, and to communicate any slight movements of a hard target locations with the rules. 
b. Any wholesale task changes would be made via a supplementary briefing. 

Robert will start sharing pibal readings at___4:45 am ___________

Make sure you have the latest version of the Balloon Live App

Changes to the rules from 2024 is very minor, those changes have been posted to the Official Notice Board 

Official Notice Board will be on Watch Me Fly (ENB)

Young Guns and GTBR Pilots will join you on Friday morning. YG pilots will fly the same tasks as you, we will do our best to separate the two groups by time, BUT we cannot guarantee full separation. Interference by a YG or GTBR pilot will not be grounds for complaint or protest.   

WIFI in the building is open, no password required 

Flight Report Forms are mandatory, please submit through watch me fly before refueling. Provide as much information as possible, including address of launch and landing and if you have landowner permission, a phone number. Paper FRF’s will be accepted should you have a failure to connect to WMF

Turn in any un-used markers at the Competition Center after your 
flight. 

Respect, civility and grace will be provided to each competitor and their crew, please respond in kind. Unsportsmanlike behavior will not be tolerated. 


John Rich and his team are here to help you. If you need Landowner Relations assistance, call John at 903-720-3616
a. Caution about wet areas
b. Caution about landing at pump jacks and well heads
c. Caution about hidden power lines 

If you have a question regarding a published measured result or whether the measurement team collected your marker, contact Chief Measurer Mark Dulweber at 903-238-4484

Other pilot inquires, contact Steward Jim Cusick 614-204-3982

Keep in mind the hours for propane refueling, if you know you are going to be late, please call the Propane Manager, Bill Adler at 903-235-3246 and Jean Adler 903-261-3064….Please get propane before heading to breakfast. 
Closing time is 11:00 but go earlier so refueling team can complete service and go home. 

Pilots with trailers will need to remove their basket before it can be refueled. No standing in the basket during refueling. 

Doors will open each day at 5:15 for we hope a 15-minute time period of planning and roll call will start at 5:30 

Jury will consist of Debbie Spaeth, (On-Site) Gary Britton and Mike Gilligan will be off-site. 

I-20 is the only red road, it has a 250’ AGL, 650’ MSL dome over the road. A new track file for the red road has been uploaded to the ENB on Watch Me Fly. 
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Pibal readings will be provided to you in magnetic, forecast winds will be provided to you in __TRUE_____________

For hard target locations provided on the Task Data Sheet, staff will provide the 4-digit identifier from the preapproved target list, along with the 4x4 number, or a 4x4 number if it is a new hard target. 
If a new target has been moved slightly from its original location the TDS will indicate that the new target is “near to”______, and provide the old target number for reference. 
 
Baggies Out will be here all week providing coverage of the event. 
Be careful if live streaming to social media. 
Crisis Management: 



For the weekend “DUCKS ON THE POND” competition, all “wet ducks” will receive an equal share of the $5,000 prize package. 
The prize package will be shared with the Young Gun and Great Texas Balloon Race pilots. 

Afternoon flights are being added to the Championship as a last resort. The FAA has amended our waiver to allow those flights if needed. 

New Yellow PZ   OLD LONGVIEW COUNTRY CLUB
On map in back of room 
On Electronic Notice Board 
On your table 

For the “Practice Flight” this morning, if you did not hear from JC Smith, he has received your track with no issues. 

If a task is called that requires an altitude, if no valid altitude is put in the Balloon Live App, you will receive a no result. 
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